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SUBJECT: NOCTURNAL SHOOTING AROUSES POPULAR APPREHENSION 

SUMMARY: NOISY MACHINE GUN FIRE THROUGHOUT CITY DURING 
CURFEW HOURS OF EARLY MORNING DECEMBER 1 IS MOST GRAPHIC 
EVIDENCE TO DATE THAT EPMG IS VIGOROUSLY IMPLEMENTING ITS 
ANNOUNCED CAMPAIGN OF "RED'TERROR TO WIPE OUT "WHITE" 
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY ELEMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . VARIOUS DISTRICTS OF ADDIS ABABA REVERBERATED WITH 
BURST AFTER BURST OF MACHINE GUN AND LIGHT WEAPONS FIRE 
FOR SEVERAL EARLY MORNING HOURS DECEMBER 1, WAKING NUMER- 
OUS EMBASSY STAFF MEMBERS AND CAUSING GREAT APPREHENSION 
AMONG ETHIOPIAN RESIDENTS OF CITY. THERE WERE ALSO OCCA- 
SIONAL EXPLOSIONS. WHICH SOUNDED LIKE GRENADES GOING OFF. 

THERE ARE ONLY CONFLICTING REPORTS OF WHAT ACTUALLY WAS 
GOING ON. JUDGING FROM PATTERN OF GUNFIRE AND PROGRES- 
SIVELY INCREASING AND DECREASING LOUDNESS THEREOF, HOWEVER, 
EMBASSY'S BEST ESTIMATE IS THAT EXTENSIVE, CONCERTED GOVERN- 
MENT SWEEP OPERATION WAS CARRIED OUT, WITH VIEW TO SEEKING 
OUT AND EITHER ARRESTING OR ELIMINATING "COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY 
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ELEMENTS." THIS WAS INDIRECTLY CONFIRMED BY PRESS ARTICLE 
DEC 2, INDICATING INTENSIFICATION OF ANTI-TERRORIST CAMPAIGN BY 
"PROGRESSIVE BROAD MASSES, PATRIOTS, AND MEN-IN-UNIFORM," 
PARTICULARLY AGAINST EPRP AND ELF SYMPATHIZERS, WHO WERE 
ALLEGEDLY WORKING TOGETHER. ONE EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE 
REPORTED THAT ETHIPIAN TROOPS STILL SURROUNDED HER AREA OF 
RESIDENCE WHEN SHE CAME TO WORK MORNING DEC 1, THAT THERE 
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HAD BEEN TANKS IN THE STREET DURING NIGHT, AND THAT SEARCH 
OPERATIONS IN THAT AREA WERE STILL UNDERWAY AS LATE AS NOON. 

2. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER MACHINE GUN BURSTS WERE IN MAJORITY 
OF CASES ACTUALLY AIMED AT SOMEONE OR DESIGNED TO FLUSH ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT SUSPECTS OUT OF SLEEPING (OR HIDING) HOUSEHOLDS. 

IN ONE CASE, PRESS CONFIRMS THAT GROUP, DESCRIBED AS EPRP 
RINGLEADERS, HAD TAKEN UP FORTIFIED POSITION IN LOCAL HOTEL. 

EPMG TROOPS STORMED HOTEL WITH GRENADES AND MACHINE GUNS. 
KILLING THREE, WOUNDING ONE, AND CAPTURING OTHERS. THERE HAVE 
BEEN REPORTS THAT NUMEROUS ARRESTS WERE MADE ELSEWHERE AS WELL. 
THIS WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH OTHER INDICATIONS EMBASSY HAS 

HAD IN PAST FEW DAYS THAT EPMG HAS SUCCEEDED IN SPLITTING RANKS 
OF VARIOUS OPPOSITION GROUPS. REPORTEDLY, SOME TURNCOATS ARE NOW 
HELPING EPMG TO IDENTIFY AND LOCATE EPRP SYMPATHIZERS AND 
OTHERS, EVEN TO EXTENT OF ACCOMPANYING GUN.IF.EPS ON THEIR 
SWEEPS AND POINTING OUT HOMES OF THEIR FORMER COLLEAGUES. 

PRESS LIKEWISE CONFIRMS THAT REVOLUTIONARY OPERATIONS 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE (ROCC) HAD "SECURED CLUES, CONCERNING 
ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES" AND INTENTIONS TO UNLEASH 
WHITE TERROR. 

3. PRESS CLAIMED THAT EPRP AND ELF HAD RECENTLY COMMITTED 
ACTS OF SABOTAGE AT ADDIS ABABA MUNICIPALITY BUILDING, WABE 
SHEBELLE HOTEL AND AT SEVERAL MEANS OF PRODUCTION AND DIS- 
TRIBUTION. IT REFERRED TO PRACTICE OF COMMANDEERING CARS FOR 
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HIT-AND-RUN ACTIONS. FINALLY, ROCC WARNS AGAINST EPRP PLANS TO 
PLANT EXPLOSIVES IN CHURCHES AND MOSQUES. FACTORIES, OFFICES 
AND SHOPS FOR TERRORISTIC PURPOSES. COMMITTEE ASKS FOR COOPERA- 
TION OF POPULATION IN RIDDING CITY OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES. 

4. WHATEVER THE CAUSE, OUTBURST DURING NIGHT NOV 30/DEC 1 WAS 
NOISIEST, MOST LONGLASTING NOCTURNAL SESSION OF SHOOTING SINCE 
BLOODY DAYS OF LAST MARCH AND APRIL, AND NATURE OF TERROR APPEARS 
TO HAVE BEEN "RED,” NOT "WHITE." DESPITE INCREASED LEVEL OF GUN- 
FIRE, DAWN BROUGHT WITH IT FAMILIAR FACADE OF BUSINESS-ALMOST- 
AS-USUAL ON ADDIS STREETS. SECURITY OF AMERICAN AND NON- 
ETHIOPIAN RESIDENTS HAS NOT DECLINED APPRECIABLY, AS 

DEC 1 SHOOTING OCCURRED WITHIN CURFEW HOURS. 

MATHERON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MACHINE GUNS, FIRES, CURFEW 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS06683 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770448-0654 

Format: TEL 

From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712102/aaaaditd.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 24e3cefb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 108523 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NOCTURNAL SHOOTING AROUSES POPULAR APPREHENSION SUMMARY: NOISY MACHINE GUN FIRE THROUGHOUT CITY 

DURING CURFEW HOURS OF EARLY MORNING DECEMBER 1 IS M OST G 

TAGS: PINS, ASEC, ET 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/24e3cefb-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



